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ENEMY IS SWEPT BACK
ON 100-MILE FRONT

Entire Group of Austrian Armies

Are Declared to Be in Imminent
Peril.
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BY 0LIVES, OWEN KUHN.
Satiated with things sensational,

even Europe has been made to gasp at

the audacious effort and successes of

the great Russian armies operating in

the eastern battle arena, where, suddenlyhurling the weight of their great
numbers on the Austrians from the

Pripet marshes to the Rumanian border.they have been able to throw their
antagonists back as far as thirty-seven
miles at some points over nearly a

hundred-mile front within a period of
less than seven days.
No like gain has been registered by

any belligerent army or group of
armies in such a short period since
Europe plunged into the present struggle.

In addition to the vast amount of
important territory wrested from them
the Teutonic forces have lost in the
neighborhood of 70.000 men, which have
been taken prisoner. Total Austrian
casualties, including dead and wounded.are placed at nearly 200,000 men.
And as a climax to this information

comes the announcement that the entiregroup of Austrian armies which
have been so steadfastly defending GaliumVftivhania and Bukowina are in
immediate danger of rout and disorganization.Continued withdrawal
from the regions which were won at
such tremendous cost of life and munitionsis at least expected, even should
these armies be able to avoid further
staggering losses before the advancing
enemy.
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Through this sudden effective blow
the Russians have been able to render m

yeoman service to

Bender Yeoman their allies. £
a *11* France and Italy, c
Service to Allies. It |S not to be ex. o

pected that the Austrians will be able £
to continue an offensive of sweeping
character against the armies of King n

Victor EmmanueL while continued Rus- °

slan success and penetration of Austria a

.which if continued might endanger h

Vienna itself.necessarily would mean J
the withdrawal of large Austrian and o
German forces from the western front a
to combat the onrushing hosts of the a
rsar. In fact, should the Slavs develop f
their successes on still further enormousscale, as thev aDDear to have good f:
chance of doing, the German pressure s

against the allied lines all along the c
whole western front might be relieved, o
for should the Austrian situation be- o
come truly critical, the Germans in all e
probability would be forced to act as v

they have done at previous moments a

during the present struggle.dispatch s

large forces to the northern section of ii
the eastern battle front In order to relievethe pressure against the Austrlans tl
to the southward. *]Thus it may be seen that the Russian t]
effort may not only entirely defeat *

Austrian aspirations along the Tyro- M

lean front, but also cause a cessation
of major German offensive activities in "

the west. Such events easily are with- v

in the bounds of possibility. ©
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Although the present Russian effort a

appears to be a co-ordinated movement, 8

extending p
Where Russians nearly thr« c

Are Driving Hanleet. [
chief offensive efforts apparently are t
directed at the Austrian positions in

^the region of Lutsk, in which region a j.
wedge may be driven between the Aus- t
trians and Germans and against Buc- r
sax. which is regarded the key to £rteraowltx, the capital of Bukewina. JLutsk, one of the three strategical
Volyhanla fortresses.the other two *
being Dubno and Rovno.already is t
In Russian hands, while many strongly 1
fortified positions defending Buczaz *
and the Hukowina regions have been J
ent great engagement. Dubno. which 1

is considered an important position jfrom the Austrian standpoint, is still 1
held by them, but the evaluation of 1
this point is considered imminent in view
of the Russian successes to the south
and to the north. The Austrian positionat Dubno is much the same as I
that of the French at Verdun, and continuedflanking movements of the Rub-
sians eventually will force the evacu- I
ation of thin point if it has not alreadycapitulated, the Austrians drawing:their lines back to better strategicalpositions. In discussing the fall
of Lutsk and its possible effect on futuremilitary operations in this region
a recent dispatch clearly sets forth the
situation as follows.

'Lutsk, situated thirty-five miles from
the Gallclan border, is a modern strongholderected within recent years to ward
off possible Austrian aggression. It is
the eastern angle of the Volhynlan fortress.the two others, Dubno, the apex,
situated thirty miles to the southeast,
still in Teuton hands, and Rovno, thirty
miles to the east, having been built for
its support. When the German and Austro-Hungarlanarmies last autumn
compelled the Russians to retire on the
whole 500-mile front. Lutsk was one of
the most bitterly contested points on
the southern part of the line It changed,hands three times, falling last into
Teuton hands on October 1.
"The fortress lies half W»v between

Kovno and Kovel, on the importantrailway line that runs from BrestLitovskto the region southwest of
, Kief. It i* this railway sector, betweenHo\ni) and Kovel, that has been

the objective of the Russian attacks
ever since the Teuton offensive came
to a standstill eight months ago, for its
control would give the Russians a free
hand to operate southward against the
lines in Galicia

Without holding Lutsk the Austrian*will have a hard taak maintainingthemselves in the smaller Volhynlanfortress to the southeast, Dubno,
and once Dubno has fallen the road Is
open to the czar's forces for another
Invasion of western Galicia. Such an Invasion,if accompanied by simultaneous
attacks against the Bukowlna lines,
would present a formidable menace to
the whole southernmost Austro-Hungarianfront, as it would threaten it
with being cut off or driven to the
north into the hands of the army invadingGalicia.
The town and diatrict of Lutsk ars

of little commercial Importance. Lutsk
was at one time a thriving center with,
a population of about 40,000, but since
the Polish wars In the last half of ths
sixteenth century it hss stesdily declined.-
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While the Ruesisn successes, sweepingss they are. have caused ths grestestgrstiflWill
Offensive c*tlon in th«

Effort. Be Continued T
nations, already the question has arisen
gs to whether the Russians will continueto press their advantage until
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hey are halted by military might
f the enemy. On several different occasionsthe Russians have inaugurated
ffensives which, though effective for a
ime. have not been of sustained ch&rcter.
Is the present effort designed to only

lomentarily relieve the pressure on
ther fronts, or will it be pursued?
Qualms which have arisen seem to be
nswered in the address of the czar to
is troops which expresses the hope
hat the effort will not cease until Rusiansoil is rid of the enemy. There are
ther conditions which cause hope in
llied capitals that the Russians now
re fitted to continue their offensive efortto the bitter end.
Such dispatches as have emanated
rom Petrograd indicate that the Rusianshave been enabled to make reentadvances through preponderance
f artillery. During the early months
f the war this feature of military
qulpment, in so far as the Russians
rere concerned, was of negligible charcter.Never have they been able to
uccessfully clear the way for their
rifantry by effective use of sufficient
Ig guns. It may be safely said that
he Russians have made practicallv all
heir gains during the present war
hrough the sheer weight of infantry
*h!ch have been launched at the enemy
rave after wave. As a consequence
asualities always have been staggerigand far out of proportion to the adantagesachieved. Probably the lack
f artillery equipment was most keenly
elt during the "great retreat" from the
arpathians and along the northern end
f the eastern line when the Austrlans
nd Germans were enabled to drive the
lava from both German and Austrian
oil and press far into the interior of
tussia. It was admitted by Russian
ommanders that the Russian retreat
nd constant great menace to the retiringarmies was due to the lack of heavy
rtilty»y with which to combat the Tenons.
This grave defect in the Russian miliaryscheme of things evidently has
>eei» rectified, for dispatches indicate
hat the gains in the vicinity of Lutsk
esuitea "wnen tne Russians oiew
heir way through their antagonists.''
Ihould Russian artillery equipment
lave reached to the state of perfection
toped for in allied capitals, and should
heir munitions be plentiful, the "great
'etreat" may never be repeated, and
he Russians enabled to render the
lervice for the allies which the allies
n other arenas have not been able to
ender for themselves and thereby
change the entire complexion of the
Suropean war, ushering in an entirely
»ew phase to the wide struggle.

*
* *

Greece has seen fit to covertly throw
treat support to the Teutons.

E n t e n t e

Grecian Situation nations
, - . .. again haveCause of Speculation. anno unced

heir intention of taking restrictive
neasures against Grecian ports and
shipping.
Greece has demobilised a large porionof her army.
These are the developments affecting
he realm or Jting i.onstantine, ronowngas they have close on one another,
which have set Europe to guessing as
o what the eventual outcome will be.
From the time that Greece mobilized

ler army, September 21, 1915. up to the
>resent Juncture, the position of Greece
md her innermost intentions have been
the subject of constant fears on the
part of the allied nations. Both the
entente and Germany have brought all
torts of influence to bear to gain the
ictive participation of Greece in the
present struggle. King Oonstantine,
idmittedly a Teutonic sympathizer, who
reared to openly aid the kaiser by virtueof a pro-ally citizenship, steadfastlymaintained that Greece will remainneutral in the present war, and
In so far an actual military operations
ire concerned, the Grecian government
has done so, even in the face of the
strenuous efforts of former Premier
Venizelos to force the espousal of the
lilies' cause. But underneath the surfaceapparently there have been attemptsto assist the Teutons in several
ways, possibly the agreement to permit
the Bulgarians to march on Grecian
soil to points where they could convenientlyoperate against th" allies at
galoniki being the most important.
The «irecian people have been burlenedfrom an economic standpoint by

he mobilization of the fJrecian army
ind there has been the keenest distress
imong the families of the men pressed
nto service. The pro-<ierman sympathiesof the kin* also are said to
»ave caused the greatest dissatisfaction
>n the part of the people, particularly
:he followers of Veniselos, who have
pelleved from the outset that the best
nterests of Oreece would be served
a-ere she to assist the entente. King
-onstantlne, a devout believer in
iventual Teutonic success in the pres»ntwar. has stood firm, in the face of
:hreatened revolution, against any such
ictlon. He, in the name of the government,has protested entente actions, in
bo far an they have affected Greece, at
»very turn. He threatened at Saloniki,
»ut Immediate blockade by allied ships
>f Grecian ports soon caused a situationbringing conlplaints from the
people, deprived as they were of some
imported necessities. King Const antineimmediately was convinced, it is
declared, of the futility of openly opposingthe allies. Greece being largely
dependent upon supplies coming
through her ports, and he half heartcdlyagreed to abide by the understandingreached between the entente and
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Since that time Greece has been constantlytorn by internal disordersoccasionedby the

Constantly Torn maintenance of

V T x 1 Pi -1 her large army
by Internal Strife. and the king.s

refusal to take sides. Tacit agreementshave been reached, however, betweenthe Grecian government and the
Teutonic allies, which, the entente asserts,are decidedly against its interestsin the present war. The unresisted*advance of Bulgarians on
Grecian soil and the free giving up of
Grecian forts to the long-hated enemy
convinced the entente that the time
was at hand to act, hence the renewal
of the threats of restrictive action
against Grecian ports and shipping.
The demobilization of the Grecian

army at this juncture is not surprising,inasmuch as King Constantino declaredearly last December that continuedcoercive measures by the allies
would lead to the demobilisation of the
Grecian army, and that the Grecian
government then would "wait the
march of events."
Just what these events are to be is

the cause of speculation the world
over.
A supreme effort is being made by

the Germans to force their way to tha
inner defenses of Verdun from the
region of Thiaumont farm. Fort Douau-
mont ana ton vaux. on in© ngni
bank of the River Meuse. The contest
during the past week has raged principallyin this section, the conflict to
the west of the Meuse. in the region of
Cumieres and Dead Man hill, having
been marked chiefly by desultory attacksfrom first one side and then the
other. The German assaults against the
French at Fort Vaux have been of the
most determined character, and althoughthe Teutons are reported to
have suffered immense losses in this
section, they have achieved material
success from the standpoint of morale
in seising this fortified point. The
French still hold the outskirts of Fort
Vaux, and. according to late dispatches,
the Germans are continuing to hammer
these positions with the utmost fury.
While the French are battling hard

to the southward, the British.more
particularly the Canadians.have been
engaged with the enemy in the Ypres
region. At Hooge violent fighting has
progressed during the greater part of
the week, the Germans wresting positionsfrom the enemy over an extended
front. The Canadians have regained
some of this ground, but it is admitted,
even in Dondon, that the Germans hold
the major portion of their recent gains.

*
* *

On the Tyrolean frontier of the Austro-ltalianarena the Austrians and
Italians have

Italians Hold l,een ,oclcc<i
... m 1 a aeries of deaAustriansin Check. perate battles

the Austrians launching attack after
attack during the week, but, according
to Rome, the majority of these attackshave failed. The chief conflict of
the week has gone on around the positionssouth of Aaiago and east of the
Campomula valley, where the Austrians
have been endeavoring to obtain Italianpositions by day and night fighting.
The Italians have inflicted enormous
losses on the enemy, according to Rome,
without the Austrians gaining a foot
of ground. At practically all points
the Italians seem to have brought the
Austrian successes to a halt.

Intense fighting also is proceeding in
Armenia, where the Russians are attemptingto drive farther westward
from Krzerum. The Turks, according
to Constantinople advices, have been
able to drive the Russians hack and
have reached a point within eight miles
of Ashkale. On the eastern slope of
Rope mountain the Turks have driven
the Russians from their positions, extendingfourteen kilometers, and chased
the Slavs eight miles farther eastward.
The Russians have countered with
other offensive movements, according
to Constantinople and Petrograd. but
the former capital reports these offensiveefforts futile.

In the direction of Bagdad the Russiansalso are said to have suffered reverses,being defeated in an engagementin the vicinity of Khanikin. Petrogradadmits no materials gains in
the near east.

<

WESTERN ARENA.
.

Chronological Event*.
SUNDAY.

German fliers bombard Toul. Three
leveled in subsequent battle.
British attempts to regain ground

lost near Ypres prove futile.
French attacks west of Hill 804 repulsed.
Germans claim success in lighting betweenCaillette and Damloup. French

counter attacks repulsed.
French repulsed west of the Haucourt-Esnesroad, west of the Meuse.

MONDAY.
Two German attacks between Fort

)NT
FFECTIVE
\R STARTED
Grecian Situation Again Has
Assumed Most Perplexing

Character.

DEMOBILIZATION AFTER
ENTENTE MAKES THREAT

Germans Continue Tremendous Efforts
at Verdun.Slavs Checked

in Near East.

Vaux and Damloups reported repulsed.
Artillery duel in Avocourt sector,

Germans claim to have checked two
enemy attacks.
Germans seise three trenches hear

Carspach in the Vosges. but French
claim to have retaken them.
British report repulses for several

German raids in the Tpres section.
TUESDAY.

Tremendous German attacks on
French at Fort Vaux reported repulsed.
German attacks on British between

Hooge and Ypres-Cumieres railway reportedrepulsed.
Teutons penetrate British positions at

Hooge, but later are driven out.

WEDNESDAY.
Germans report repulse of strong

French attacks on Camiettes height.
Berlin claims to hold Fort Vaux.

French concede loss.
Germans claim capture of all British

positions near Hooge, reporting the
seisure of the village itseli.
French artillery engagements con-

tinue near Dead Man hill and Cumieres.
THURSDAY.

Intense artillery fighting in Thiau-
mont and Douaumont region is fol-
lowed by German infantry attacks.
Teutons penetrate one r rencn position.
Heavy artillery action on BritishGermanfront In Flanders.

FRIDAY.
Germans deliver several attacks

against French positions at Hill 304,
but are repulsed.
Berlin reports fighting: in Fort Vaux

section is proceeding favorably.
Germans destroy enemy trenches ir

Vosges, east of 8t. Die.

EASTERN ARENA.
< <>

Chronological Eventi.
SUNDAY.

Russians report repulse of Germans
northwest of Pilkam.
Teuton attack south of Smorgen falls
Russians claim chfeck for Teuton offensivenorth of the Ponieweach railway.
Russians continue great offensive efao»(natA llttrlonc

MONDAY.
Russians claim to have taken prisoner

25,500 Austrlans, on the front from the
Pripet river to the Rumanian frontier.

TUE8DAY.
Russians report capture of 40,000

enemy Austrlans.
Petrograd reports continuance of

successful operations from the Pripet j
to the Rumanian border. 1

Russians capture Lutsk. 1

WEDNESDAY.
Germans press into village of Kunawa

and make considerable captures of i
Russian men and guns. i

Russians report capture of several
Austrian fortified positions on the
Trsivsoukhovtsky-Jazlovets front.
Russians claim capture of 11,000 more i

prisoners. <
THURSDAY.

German attempts to advance south of
Smorgon are reported repulsed.
Russians continue offensive on whole

front from Pripet marshes to the Rumanianborder.
Russia reports capture of 11,000 more

prisoners In Bukowina. ,

FRIDAY.
Russian gains reported to be to depth

of thirty-five miles over ninety-mile
front in Galicia and Bukowina.
Russians reported to have driven

wedge between Austrians and Germans
in the Lutsk section.

j + + !
f AUSTRO-ITALIAN ARENA. '

Chronological Events.
SUNDAY.

Italians report repulse of strong at-

tacks southeast of Arsiero.
Desperate struggle for Monte Cengio

continues.
Austrians report repulse of Italian

attacks in the southern Tyrol.
MONDAY.

Austrians repulsed in attack on

Italians' Coni Zugna position.
Desperate fight between Posina and

the Astico results in Austrian repulse.'
Austrians claim to have taken Ceisana.
Austrians draw nearer Bostelide positionsof the enemy.

TUESDAY.
Austrians again hurled back in at-

tack on Coni Zugna.
Austrians repulsed in assault against

Italian positions southeast of Asiago.
Italians continue bombardment of

Toblach and Silllan stations.
Fierce mining activity on the Carnla

and Tsonzo fronts.
WEDNESDAY.

Rome claims extensive advances in
the Ortler Alps. ,

Italians report dispersal of Austrians
at Bcorsade, above Daone. i

Austrians repeatedly hurled back
south of Asiago and east of the Cam-
pomulo valley.

THURSDAY.
Austrians repeatedly repulsed In attackson Italian positions east of

Asiago and Camponaulo valley.
Italians disperse Austrian assailants

toward Monte Giove and Monte Bra-
some.

FRIDAY.1
Fierce battle on plateau of Sette

Communi continues with extreme violence.
Italians report favorable attacks in

Podestagno zone, in the upper Borte ,

and on the Rlenznera.

+
NEAR EAST AND AFRICA.

« , <

Chronological Events.
SUNDAY.

Turks begin powerful advance against
heights southwest of Enlker and Erzlngan.
Russians report driving back of

Turks on slopes of Burnagel'mountaln,
south of Enlker.
Turks beaten In fight with Russians

near Khanlkln, northwest of Bagdad.
MONDAY.

Turkish attacks In Balburt and Eralnganregion reported repulsed by
Russians.

TUESDAY.
London reports pursuit of Germans as

far as New Utengull, in East Africa.
WEDNESDAY.

Russians reported to have taken offensiveand defeated west of Erzerum.
THURSDAY.

Russians reported defeated in offensiveeffort near Khanlkln in the directinnr»f RarrlaH 4

I FRIDAY. j1Desultory actions in Armenia. |

RUSSIANS SCORN
SEPARATE PEACE

New Spirit Dominating Great
Nation Makes Action

Impossible.
BY HERBERT COREY.

(Copyright, 191«.)
PARIS, May 26.."Russia will never

make an independent peace. If Russia
suspected negotiations were pending
for an independent peace there would
be a revolution."
That statement has been made to me

by the two men in Paris most able to
judge Russian conditions and willing
to speak of them frankly. The one is
In close touch with the inner circles of
the Russian government. He has dined
with the czar and with the grand duke
and with scores of the unknown others
who direct the policy of the empire. In
all things, I believe, he reflects their
point of view. He seems to know little
or nothing of that Russia which is in
constant ferment.
The other is an avowed revolutionist.

He is one of the few men who ever
succeeded in escaping from the fortress
>f Peter and Paul. A sentence of twelve
years in Siberia now awaits his serving.Three times he escaped from
prison in Russia, twice after having
been convicted and sentenced for politicaloffenses. He was mixed up in at
least one bomb plot. He is in constant
touch with the Russian revolutionary
movement.
"Russia would tear the czar from his

throne if he attempted to make peace,"
says the revolutionist. "We all believe
be would yield if he dared."

"I know the czar well," said the other
man. "He has staked his life and his
dynasty on the winning of this war.
He will never yield."
Except for this difference of opinion

the twain agree fairly well on the Russiansituation. Russia was loosely,
carelessly disorganized at the beginningof the war. Nepotism reigned supreme.The fetich that an aristocrat
Is a man born to command a democrat
still held sway in Russia. The army
lacked everything. It even lacked
men. Last summer there was no time
when there were more than a million
men on the front. This is quite contraryto the opinion held by the world.

"In August the situation at Petrogradhad become very serious. The
pro-German party was gaining in
strength. There was reason to believe
that a separate peace would be signed."
Revolutionist and man of the court

agree in this, just as they agree that
a separate peace is now impossible.
The man who has talked with the czar
believes that to the czar is largely due
Russia's present certainty of continuedresistance to Germany.

Long* Retreat Suspected.
"The long retreat of the grand duke

n n^/vfmtnfl (mnroDoinn r»n

Russia," said he. "The Russians feared
they were being betrayed into the
hands of their enemy. One heard
everywhere that the retreat was an

instrument of the pro-German party.
" 'The time will come,' one heard,
when they will say: "We have done
our best. We can do no more. We
must submit.
In order to end this threatening situationthe czar acted. He assumed commandof the army. He went to the

great headquarters himself and took
the czarevitch with him. That fact
made a great impression on Russia. In
effect the czar staked his life and his
dynasty on winning the war.

"It put an end to the peace talk,"
said the man of the court. "One does
not hear it new an Russia. We are resignedto a long and costly war, but a
war which must he victorious. Russia
will light ou. Unless you know Russia
is 1 do you cannot conceive of the depth
>f feeling the Russian manifests toward
Holy Russia.' It is more than patriotism.It is a religion."

Says Ruler Was Forced to Act.
The revolutionist is unable to accord

such lofty motives to the czar. He insiststhat Russia's ruler was forced to

go to the great headquarters because
»f the fear that a revolution might
break out because of the popular disgustwith the talk of a separate peace.
He would make the czar a passive instrumentin the hands of stronger men.
Jddly enough, though the men disagree
on the czar, they are quite alike in
their estimate of the grand duke.
"A great man and an absolutely honestman," both say. "He is not much

of a general and he is an autocrat to
his fingertips. But he is devoted to
Russia, and he has done Russia a tremendousservice by his fight against
dishonesty in high places. He has
hanged many thieves."
Gen. Alexieff.is the present commander-in-chiefof the Russian army. The

son of a peasant, he worked his way
to the top by sheer force and merit.
One would think the revolutionist
would approve of such a man.
"Nltchevo." said he. "Nothing much."
The other man knows Alexieff well.

He has lived at the great headquartersand dined at Alexieff's table.
"He is just a peasant," said he. "but

he is a great general. The czar wished
him to dine at his table every night,
but after suffering through a lew dinnersin an agony of embarrassment
Alexieff mutinied.
"'I have my work to do," he told the

czar bluntly. 'This worries me.' "

Began as Private Soldier.
So the czar good-naturedly let him

off. Alexieff began his army career

els a private soldier. He became corporalbecause he was the best man in
his company. By and by he became a

captain. He was made colonel because
his company was the best in his regiment,and he became the general of a

division because his regiment had
shown itself the best.
"Alexieff does not care who a man

Is," said his admirer. "All he asks is
what he is. When he takes over a new
command it is his custom to give the
officers on his staff individual orders
to do a particularly difficult thing. The
officers who are successful are thanked
by a nod, and given more work to do.
Sometimes an officer reports:

"" *1 have failed.'
" 'Take the train for Petrograd,' is

Alexieff's reply. 'You may be needed
there. You are not here.' "

He means the very next train, too,
ind it is always taken. For a time
ifter he ascended to the high comnandgenerals returned to Petrograd
>y the trainload. Nowadays, according:
:o the man of the court, the Russian
irmy is being officered by men of abiltyratner than by men of birth. It has
passed through precisely the process
Lhat the English army has, in first findingout that a charming gentleman
nay not necessarily be a good officer,
Mid that a thorough roughneck may
oe the best possible officer; and that
it is desirable to lead armies by good
officers rather than by cultured gentlenen.\

Russia Just Awakening.
"Officers of peasant blood are everywhere,"said this man. "The Russian

irmy Is lighting itself into efficiency.
It is a slow and costly process, but an

efficacious one. At first our men were

mly able to Buffer. They suffered uncomplainingly.Now they are being
irraed and drilled and well led, and
they are showing to the world that
they can light. In another year.not
before then.they will crush through
the German line. Some think we will
not be ready to take a great offensive
before two more, years have passed.
But the time will come. After all our
losses our army i* nn infinitely stronger
Opr i'l t 4 i» Phb~L^ilM'I'» **
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Copyright 1916TheGerman attack upon the Verdun
sector of the French front has already
lasted longer than the whole period of
the second Napeleonio episode, from
the departure from Elba to the final
abdication after Waterloo. Notwithstandingthis fart, it must be said from
the miljtary point of view the purpose
of the German attack remains hidden.

It has not been possible at any time
since the first phase of the attack ended
with the checking of the Germans on

the Douaumont plateau and before
Le Mort Homme and Hill 304 to find

any satisfactory military reason for its
continuation.
Conceivably, probably, the German

losses have been less than the reports
have made them out to be.the reports
from Paris and London; probably the
French losses have been greater than
the'same reports have conceded, but it
is a practical certainty that the Germanlosses have much exceeded the
French and that the proportion has
been not less than three to two.that
is, if the Germans have lost 300.000
men in their attacks, and this is a moderateestimate, the French loss is not
less than 200,000.

Nothing- to Show for Losses.
T-» OA A AAA tUs. r~ .

have next to nothing to show, and
there is nothing in the positions that
they are now attacking which explains
their persistence. If the Germans were

able to sweep the French back across

the Meuse, if they were able to occupy
ail the hills of the Meuse east of the
river, they would still have ihade no

real progress toward Paris, and they
would be confronted by a task even
more difficult than that which has
held them for more than three months
and cost them great and unprofitable
losses.
We are then forced to believe.and

to this belief practically every writer
on military affairs in France, in Britainand in the United States has come.
that the Germans are either endeavoringto achieve through their attack
upon the Verdun sector a military objectwhich lies outside the present
field of operations, or else that they
are operating for reasons that affect
the political situation either in Germanyor in France.

The Military Aspect.
Nearly two months ago, on my returnfrom Paris, J outlined the political

reasons which are bdsed on the Germanbelief that France is exhausted
and almost ready to accept a separate
peace.
But the military aspect is even more

interesting. We have all assumed that
some time this year the allies were to
break out in a general offensive, a concentricattack upon the central powers,
made on all fronts simultaneously. The
conferences of the allies in Paris have
all been reported as discussions of a
combined military effort. Such an effort
must recall to Americans the strategy
of Grant, when at last he took commandof all the northern armies.
Until Grant came the south, enjoyinginterior lines, precisely as the centralpowers do.-had been able to move

troops. notably Longstreet's corps,
from one front to the other, because the
northern attacks were never combined
and there was generally a lull along
the Potomac when there was activity
on the Mississippi or the Tennessee.
uui vri atn icbwivcu i') ai hick on an

fronts, and with Sherman and Thomas
he launched the general offensive under
which the south first staggered and
then collapsed.

Germany Has Fewer Troops.
Now we have been informed by the

allied press from time to time that the
next attack of the allies will be on all
fronts, that Russia will strike in the.
east, "France and Great Britain in the
west, Italy hi the south, and that, in
addition, there will be an attack by the
allied army that has been assembled in
Haloniki. It is possible that Germany
with her allies would be able to repulse
such a combined attack, but it is equallyclear that to do it she would have
to assemble great armies on all fronts,
because she would be unable to move
troops from one front to the other.
But it is certain that the central

powers now have fewer troops in the
lield than their opponents; it is also
certain that thej' have smaller reservesbehind them. It is not necessaryto accept the extreme estimates
of German attrition, but it is fair to
accept the fact that superior population,wealth and reserves have long
ago given to the allies the permanent
advantage in numbers in the field. It
is doubtful if Austria can now put
more troops in the field than, Italy;
it is certain thai Germany can no
longer match man for man with Britain.Russia and France combined, even
with the Turkish aid, which is not |considerable.

Strutpo-v of the Rormanc

Such a concentric attack as the allies
have planned would then be fraught
with very real danger for the central
powers. It might fail, but if it could
be prevented such prevention would
be wise strategy. Now, it will be noted
in all that their critics say in the recentdays that the Germans assert
they have prevented this general and
simultaneous offensive. Not only this,
but they assert that they have preventedit by their Verdun operations.
This assertion the allies meet with a
general denial.
But it. is clear that the real purpose

of German strategy, if the signs have
been correctly read, is to prevent the
general attack not by so great a blow
of their own.like last year's attack
on rtuasitt..»« iu jiittKe an atiacK impossible(for they have attempted no
such blow), but rather by exerting such
great pressure on one section of the
front as to provoke thq allies at other
points into a premature attack, which
shall not be general, but local, and
can be defeated in detail.

r or examine, suppose mat tne consequenceof the first and very successful
drive of the Germans in the Verdun
sector had resulted in a demonstration,
a counter-offensive, by the, British in
Artois and Flanders, such an attack
would have n ed up much of the accumulationof ammunition, it would have
resulted in great casualties and it
would very probably have removed
Britain from the line for the rest of
the year.that is, for offensive purposes.

What the Germans Wanted.
Apparently, moreover, this.is exactly

what the Germans expected to do, becausewe have the very complete statementmade by British observers that at
the pi°ment when the Verdun attack
began the Germans had concentrated
huge reserves opposite the British
lines, reserves out of all relation to
the situation as it existed, if no allied
attack was to be expected. The Ger-
mans were ready for a British offensive
when they attacked Verdun, but they
began their attack on Verdun, at pre-

V" ,l,e time when Russia could not
-" Archangel was closed,

i... ... .nilions tlic allies were
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to send in the spring had not come ana

there was no chance that Russia would
be a serious menace.

Allies' Brilliant Hove.
If bv attacking the Germans the Britishcould be drawn into an offensive

while the Russians were out of the
game, Germany had the maximum
chances of repulsing the British and
breaking up the whole allied plan, and
she could temporarily transfer from the
Russian to the western front many divisionsof troops.
So far we are on fairly safe ground, becauseit is a fact that when the German

attack on Verdun began the British did
offer to counter attack, if the French desired.Instead Joffre asked Haig to take
over the Arras sector of the French front,
thus releasing a whole French army,
which could be put in reserve behind Verdun.This the British, of course, promptlydid. Meantime the French took Petain'sarmy, which was in reserve, and
put it in the Verdun sector.

The German attack upon Verdun
was brought to a dead halt in the early
days of March, there was a gradual
dying down of the activity over a considerableperiod. Then came a newr
and still more violent phase in the
early days of April. This was without
any profit whatever and entailed some
loss, although nothing like the lojis
of the last days of the previous fightingin the Vaux district. Still there
was no sign of British activity. As
for the Russians, they were still withoutammunition, for Archangel was not
yet open, also the weather conditions
made operations in the east almost
impossible.

Two More Violent Phases.
Since that time we have had two

more violent phases. That in May
was without any real value, but in the
recent days there has been what the
French describe as the most violent
of all the attacks, and there has been
an immaterial but noticeable recession
on the part of the French lines West
of the Meuse, followed by new assaults

\r.,..~ ,1;_ ..

Meantime there has broken out a
very severe Austrian attack upon the
Italians, which closely resembles the
attack upon Verdun, has resulted in
even more considerable gains to the
assailant, and does not seem to have
been brought to a permanent halt yet.
So far as one can judge exactly, the
same purpose underli.es this attack;
Italy is to be subjected to pressure,
conceivably with the hope of dealingher a decisive blow, but more likely
to drive her to appeal to her allies for
aid and thus induce a partial and prematureattack on the western front.
Despite the fact that Russia has now

been able to use the port of Archangelfor some weeks, it is a certainty that
she has not yet been able to receive
and bring up to the front most of the
munitions which she needs and which
her allies have sent her.

The Political Maneuver.
Rut France has been compelled to endurea very rough attack. Italy is enduringanother, which has threatened

to carry the war into the Venetian
plain, and at one point has actually
passed the Italian frontier. We are
then approaching a crisis in German
strategy. Within a month at the outsideit is fair to assume that Russia
will be able to make some sort of an
effort approximating what was expectedof her when the plans for a general
offensive were made in Paris last^win-
ter. As for the British, they have had
no serious fighting since la*t October,
and they may be reckoned to be as
ready as they promised to be when the
plans were made.

It is clear that France particularlj',
but Italy also, will not be as well off
as they could have hoped to be. be-
cause they have had to use reserves of
men and munitions in the present .fight-ing. But the Germans and Austrians
have in the same way exhausted their
reserves to an even greater extent, and
the situation, if it endures for another
month, will not be greatly different
from that which the allies had hoped
to see.

Danger of the Allies.
But it is still possible that the French

may weary of their part of the bargain,
f say it is possible, although Every-
thing that 1 saw in France contradicts
any such notion. It is possible that the
French people or the French politicians
may demand that a portion of the burdenbe shifted to British soldiers. If
this happens then there may still be a
premature offensive, although nothing
like as weak an offensive as would
have come had the British moved last
February. It is possible- that the attackmay come on one front before all
fronts are prepared.
On the other hand it is equally clear

that the time is not far distant when
the allies can carry out their plan as
they had intended to carry it out. So
far the German and Austrian efforts to
provoke an attaek on one or two fronts
have failed. If the French people and
the politicians stand op under the attackof Verdun for a few weeks more,
then the. main purpose of German
strategy, so far as German strategy is
now intelligible to observers outside
of Germany, will have completelyfailed.

The Verdun Illusion.
It cannot too frequently be said that

Verdun itself is an illusion. The Germansmay get Verdun a month hence,
and at their present rate of progress a
year would be a fairer measure, and unlessthey destroy the French troops be-
lore mem ana orean mrougn me Jines
behind Verdun before any reserves can
be brought up. they wilt have achieved
nothing of military value, save only
as they may have killed more French
soldiers than they have lost themselves,
and so far it is a perfectly conservative,
estimate that they have lost 100,000
more than the French.
More than a year ago the French, after

a brief success, were driven south of the
Aisne east of Soissons, but there never
was the smallest chance that the Germanscould push their success further,
and at this point they were eighty miles
nearer Paris than they will be in Verdunand there were fewer obstacles in
their way.

No Reason for Attack.
You cannot find any military reason

to support the German-strategy in the
Verdun campaign, after the first attack,which is not. in fact, political. You
may take the simple explanation that
the Germans believe the French are almostexhausted, running short of men
and of courage, and will presently
abandon the war, if they continue to
lose without regaining French territory.
You may take the less simple, but not
less appealing, explanation, that the'
Germans have tried at Verdun to exert
so much pressure as to provoke the
allies into a premature offensive, thus
destroying the chance of a combined
attack later; there may be some other
,,,, 1 i I..., L »hai
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knows, a desire to five the German .peo-.|
pie a victory or a fear to abandon. the
attack, havine sacrificed so many llyeei
In making it; but the military advan-1
t»6c of a success that takes the Ger-'
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mns to the Meuse at Verdun, takes then
into the city Itself, is Just nil.
To believe that the Germans are wastingtheir men on an idle and foolish

military venture is absurd. It is thel
fact that no profit worth the price has!
been disclosed in the Verdun operation 1
itself that has puzzled not merely ordl-

"

nary observers, but soldiers and military
critics alike. Verdun has come to have
a value in the minds of the world that
no fortress has had for a generation,
but this as a mere illusion, for Verdun
is no longer a fortress and has no vslus
itself.

A Spring Offensive.
Very frequently one hears in German

quarters that the allied spring drivs
has been prevented by the Verdun attack.There never was any intention
on the part of the allies to attack in
the spring, for the simple reason' that
Russia could not be munitioned. A
year ago Germany attacked Russia in
the spring, and Russian lack of munitionspartly contributed to the great
Russian defeat. Nowhere in Europa
did 1 hear a suggestion that the alliad
attack would come before July, and it
was oixen postponed, even to next year.
We have lately, seen the Serbian

army, now reorganised, moved to
Saloniki. There have been signs of
activity along this front, and the forecastof an allied attack here has led
the Germans and Bulgarians to seise
Greek forts, .with the alleged purpose
of forestalling an attack. There has
been a slight resumption of activity
at points on the Russian front, but
nothing of any real moment. As for
the British, they have been practically
quiescent during the whole winter and
spring. Only in recent days have there
been printed rather crude hints that
the British are ready to attack when
Joffre give# the word.

Ready When the Time Comet.
But it ii' welt to remember that the

British have been willing, if not wholly
ready, to attack at any moment {hey
were asked by the French to attack
.aver slnoe the Verdun attack begaa.
They have supplied a new army to occupythe Arras sector, there are many
hints afloat that they will presently
take over the Roye sector and thus
hold the line from the Otee to the
Tser. All talk about British unwillingnessto share in the confllot or bear
their share of the losses is moonshine.
Much of It is malicious gossip intended
to influence French opinion and thus
help the German game, which is to provokea premature offensive.

It is entirely likely that there will be
no attack until August: it is more than
conceivable that the attack will not bs
made until September, although this
would shorten very materially the pe|rlod in which a successful offensive could
be pushed home, but it is also plain that
within a month now the allies will be
able to move as they planned, unlaaa
in this time the Germans finally break
the French nerve or drive the Frenoh
politicians into demanding British as*
tion in advance of the agreed time.

Verdun Attack a Failure.
Unless there is eome explanation #

far successfully hidden from all observers,this German attack upon Franca
must now be reckoned as a failure
wholly analogous to that at the Tser
and Ypres. It has gained no ground of
any value or any considerable extent; it
has not inflicted losses on the French at
all equal to those borne by the Germans,and it has neither broken French
nerve nor provoked a premature allied
attack. Its sole result to date has been
the purchase of a few square miles of
French territory, the capture of some
French prisoners, perhaps 40,000 woundedand unwounded, and a number of
guns. The total French loss may be
200,000.it is not more.and the GermanIs not less than 300.000. On this
basis France can afford to sell the Germansmore square miles of French territoryfor another month or two, until
the great attack comes.
When this attack does come, if it

comes, the British will have to bear a
share of the cost based upon the French
sacrifices now. They will have to do
mere than was originally planned bs-
ior me vcraun operation;. less win D#
asked of the French- But British reIserves in men are far greater than
French, and while France has seen her
reserves reduced with the German,
there has been no reduction in British
and Russian reserves and the balance is
.against the Germans.

The only explanation I can find for
the persistence of the Germans in tha
Verdun affair is their conviction that
the French are about done, that the alliesare still.far from ready for a generalattack, and that they can still precipitateone under conditions most favorableto themselves. I do not believe
eVdri"th<? ,fear of the effect at home of afailure would lead the German highcommand to continue its terrible sacrifices.Tke'-Germtri. liigh command has
made mistakes, but. it has never madssuch.a t>J\jb4er se this would be, and ithaa.^rejQiiently shown a skill and quick-;ness to change its strategy when it hadbeen checked;

Dredging for Gold.
From the San Francisco Bulletin.
Marysville has a new half-million dollardredger, which will probe arable

land to the depth of eighty feet, extractthe gold in it, and leave it in
the shape of a useless, non-ornamental

«i owiiw. a bvia. ureager maKei
a scar ljke a high-explosive shell. This
la a long step from the happy-hearted,
red-shirted forty-niner, with pick and
pan and grub stake. It is not exactly
a step onward and upward; in fact, it
Is like a great deal of modern mechanicalprogress, representing vast ingenuityexpended in what is really a nonproductiveefTort. The value of gold is
almost entirely fictitious: the world
would not be a whit better off If a
whole mountain range of it were discoveredand put Into circulation. An
acre of rich earth is worth more than
all the gold that can lie beneath It,
for earth raises grain and fruit ard
men, while the best that gold can do ia
to enable some men to live without effort,on the results of other men's work.

COO- MANAGER.

{* '
Fint Offjc® B»l>."W««t to *H o«

tklo ifMrMM. «o y«rT IIJW itjn
yfr jrToaOaotfaer o rtck. wttfc toon to
7«r«rwln ;; _

*
... A


